How the crash unfolded
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More than two miles belore

scense of crash in Angrols, an
alarm flashes in driver’s cabin
warming him that he is going too

fast. Driver presses button
to acknowledge it but
does not slow down

As tales of heroism and horror
emerge from Europe's worst
rail disaster in 25 years, the
driver's actions have baffled
survivors and investigators,
writes Matthew Campbell in
Santiago de Compostela

he young woman

had an ugly gash on

her head and Javier

Rezados wondered if

she was dead. There

was a smell of burning but

everything seemed strangely

quiet in the wrecked carriage as

he reached out 1o check the
woman's pulse,

Then her mobile phone rang.

“It made me jump,” said
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Rozados, a wiry 26-year-old
whowas among the first on the
scene after the train smashed
into a wall by the side of the
rails and flew off the tracks.

The woman, it turned out,
was one of at least 78 passen
gers killed on Wednesday
evening in Europe's worst rail
disaster for 25 years. Dozens of
athers were fnjured.

Rozados helped carry some
of thermn to safety. But an elderly
man had his begs rrapped under
asuircase and a crashed seat.

“His face was covered in

ge, the
front carriage rises
up off the tracks

One of the carriag
ends up above
wall in Angrois village
square, The ather
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erash: “1 Iry
but the images of those poor
people keepcoming back tome.
I'm used 1o seeing that sor of
thing on television, from other
countries — not here.”

Survivors and rescue work.
ers described hellish scenes in
the mangled remains of
carriages where the Hving were
entangled with the dead in a
jumble of rwisted metal and
luggage. A young woman des-
cribed how her grandmother
had been trapped between her
husband and a hysterical
wornan who kept pulling her
hair and screaming at her ro bt
her out of the train.

©ne of the rescuers said he
had seen a dead woman
clutching an infant, also dead,
in her arms. Another fireman
carried a badly injured girl out
of the wreckage. She kept
telling him: “If 1 die please tell
Tite I love him.™

Others could not speak, A
policeman recalled the “toc,
toc™ of mabile phones being
tapped against metal inside
one of the carriages to try to
AtEract rescuers’ attention,

There was heroism amid the
horror. Rozados, who is unem
ployed and lives with his three
brothers and mather in the vil
lage of Angrois, overlooking the
crash site, was one of dozens of
locals whe rushed o offer their
help as soon as they reali
what had happened. They took
towels, blankers, water and
even wooden planks that
served as makeshift stretchers
to take the injured to a field
hospital nearby.

“We'll never be the same in
this village,” said Anxo Puga,
head of the local neighbour:
hood association, describing
how one of the carriages had
been catapulted into the air
before grinding to a halt in a
storm of dust and smoke in the
village square,

By the end of last week, as
the service from Madrid to La
Corufia began ranning again,
3 people were still in a critical
condition, including three
children. The investigation
into Spain’s most lethal rail
disaster in four decades was
focused on Francisco Jose
Garzon, the driver, who was
refusing to answer questions
From the police.

Itemerged that the train had
been doing more than twice
the recommended speed as it
entered a bend at 8.40pm on
the appreach to Santiago de
Compost in northwestern
Spain. Why had the driver not
braked?

THE train had left Madrid at
apm and was almost full, with
218 passengers on board, many
of them returning home for an
annual festival in which thou
sands of Christian pilgrims
flock to Santiagode Compostela
in honour of St James.

No logic determined who
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having been in a carria
fromt that had some:
and landed in flames.
Many of those seated nearby
were not 0 lucky. There were
people covered in blood, there

were dead people a us,
aid Yesica Med the
baby’s mother. Carlitos, her

seven-year-old son, escaped
with a scrateh on his hand, Her
husband Daniel suffered a
slight injury to an eye. They
had been rerumning from a visit
o theme park in Madrid.

Susana Relafio, 46, was also
going home. She sent a garbled
text message to Arcadio, her
hushand, as he was on his
way to meet her at La Corufia:
“Accident,” it said. "Don't know
if 1’1 get our. I'm suffocating,
crushed.”

After the longest five min-
utesin his life, Arcadio received
another message: “I'm safe”,
She had been chatting to a twe-
year-old child and his mother
inthe seat next to her when the
train went off the and she
found herself trapped under
other people and luggage.

°I remember the shouts for
help, the blood,” she said.
“Everyone was drenched in it
The mother of the child was
shouting over and over again
"Where is my son? Where is
son?' [ don't know wi
pened to him. | hope he's OK.”

It wiis at that point that she
had freed her arms and tapped
out ber text. She escaped witha
few scratches on her legs. The
blood on her handbag, she
explained, was not hers.

Minutes before the train
crashed, lovers held their Last
conversations without know-
ing it. "She called me to say
rhey were not far from Santi-
ago,” said a man whe identified
himself only as Paco. He hid his
rears behind large sunglasses as
he described the holiday he had
been planning with Ursula, his
girlfriend of nine years.

They identified her from a
diamond ring he had given her
to celebrate their joyful news:
Ursula, 42, was four months
pregnant when she died.

In a carriage not far from
Ursula, Yolanda Delfin Ortega,
a Mexican law student. texted
her boyfriend from the train
saying she would call him “in a
minute”, $he never did.

Among the other foreign

MADRID

—Normal track
ed track | Mt

ISR CORRALMONIIEA FEERETRY A0S THUEBA LETVA

Javier
Rozados, right.
attended the
scene of the
erash and
helped the
wounded

out of the
wreckage

Santiago de
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victims was Ana-Maria Cor
doba, an American. She and her
husband d daughter had

been planning to meet up with
morthern

Santiage, her son,
Spain, He jast
the popular anmsal pil
known as the “camino”, to
Santiagn de Compostel

from risk when humans are at

the controls
Friends of the s2-year-old
Garzon, who has 13 years'
experience as a train driver and
now has nine stitches in his
head, were astounded to hear
that he was facing 78 possible
charges. He lives

and a French
eitizen were also killed. Mark
Woodward, a Briten, was
reported to be in intensive care.

Five of the bodies were not
identified until yesterday, their
families obliged vo endure an
agonising ordeal as they
awalved of their

with his mother in La Corufia
and bost a brogher in a car crash
when they were young. He
started work on the railways at
the ageof 21.

“He's a nice man, a great
friend, we don't know what
could have lupponeci (4] Inm
said Cq e

worst fears.
There were heart- rendmg
scenes as people di

newspaper seller wl I)o sawW hkl!l
the da}' before the crash.

fate of :hell ]ovnd ones .at a
makeshift mortuary in a sports
centre on the cutskirts of the
city. "My baby girl, baby girl,
what will I do without her,”
one woman wailed as a friend
tried to comfort her. Another
woman snapped at a social
worker: *I'm not mad, I don't
need a psychologist.”

some of the rescue workers
might need counselling,
though. As Jaime Tizon, a fire-
man, said that as he was about
to go intoone of the carriages, a
man approached him saying:
“Find my son, he's only two,
please find him,” Tizon imag
imes this was the infant he had

figure with
gnrv hair, who wears a silver
chain around his neck, Garzon
is reported to have told rescuers
who dragged him bleeding
from his overturned engine:
“I've ***** up, I want to die.”
By his own admission he had
been doing 120mph at the time
of the erash, more than double
the speed limit for that stretch
of track. "I was supposed to go
at somph but I was doing
120mph,” he is reported to have
told railway officials on the
radio before being rescued.
haped nobody had been killed:
“1t would weigh on my con
seience.” A tape of the convers.
tion has been handed to the

seen dead in arms.
Veronica Martinez, one of
the seriously injured, was
armomg the last vo be identified
nks toa ring engraved with
nisterre 2012,
The words were announced
over the hospital loudspeaker
and Martinez's brother, who
had been searching for her all
day, realised that Finisterre
referred to the Spanish town in
which she had married la
year. He was led to her bed,
where she lay in a coma. He
held her hand and wept.
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FROM Birmingham to Barce-
lona, most Eurcpeans get on
trains without ever imagining
something could go wrong, The
truth is that train crashes are
now rare: they declined by
about 704 between 1990 and
2012, Even so, the horror in
Spain was a shocking reminder
that no matter how sophisti-
cated the safety mechanisms
in place, there is no freedom

The human factor

Paddington rail crash,
1989

Michael Hodder drove a
packed commuter train into
the path of an intercity
service, killing 31 pecple,
after he ignored ared light.

Alr France 447 disaster,
2008

An Airbus A330 on its way
from Rio de Janedro to Paris
crashed into the Atlantic,
killing 228 people. Black
bax data svg}qes\ealhe

lived or died: the rear of the
train seemed to have suffered
as great a toll as the fromt.

Al 43 days old, Teresa Castro
was the youngest survivor. She
emerged without amark on her
body, with her parents and
seven-year-old brother, despite

pilots i
the plane was ahoutlo stall

Polish presidential plane
crash, 2010

President Lech Kaczynski
and 95 others died when

their plane crashed in
Russia after pilots failed to
heed a fog waming.

Costa Concordia, 2012
Captain Francesco
Schetting steered the Costa
(Concordia crusse ship into a
rock off Tuscany, withthe
loss of 32 passengersand
crew after overriding the
ship's computer navigation.
Francesca Angelini

Why was he going so fast?
He had already demonstrated
an appetite for speed when he
posted an image on Facebook of
a train speedometer with the
needle at 200kph (125mph).

According 1o one newspaper
report, the crash site was in a
gap between two security
systems that might have
prevented the deratlment. But
the raflway nerwork claimed
an alarm had flashed on
Garzon's control panel,
warning him to begin braking
more than two miles before the
train had careered off the rafls.

Garzon had acknowledged
the alarm by pressing a button
but had not slowed down, it
was claimed.

Most high-speed lines in
Europe are covered by a GPS-
based surveillance network
expected to come into seTvice
in Britain over the next 20
years. Trains going too fast are
automatically showed down.

The site of the Spani rash
relied on a less sophisticated
system which required the
driver to brake,

Garzon has now been dis
charged from hospital and was
taken toa palice station where
hr'hasl: been accused of reckless
manslaughter. Acting on legal
advice, WIW 50 fa:‘er‘ﬁusa-;!gm
explain his actions to police.
for the survivors, they
face a Jong and difficult process
of healing,

Elisa Soler, 52, was reunited
om Friday with the policeman
who had knelt by her side as
she Iar on the railway track,

squeezing her hand o comfort
her He visited her in hospital
and told her that Veronica, her
15-year-old daughter, had suf-
fered a broken arm and leg but
would make a full recovery.

The prognosis for Soler, whio
suffered multiple injuries and
is on a respirator, was less
certain, but she heard what he
=aid. It was her tum to squesze
his hand, in thanks.
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